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Buildings for Lease or Rent Regulations Memo 

 

In 2013, the Montana Legislature enacted Title 76, Chapter 8 of the Montana Code Annotated 

(MCA), which required local governments to adopt regulations that would regulate the creation 

of buildings for lease or rent. Planning Staff has worked with the Planning Board to draft the 

attached document entitled “Jefferson County Building for Lease or Rent Regulations” to satisfy 

the requirement to adopt the required regulations. 

 

The regulations are intended to regulate the creation of buildings for lease or rent in the 

unincorporated areas of Jefferson County. The leasing or rental of buildings on a tract of record 

may directly impact the property and its surroundings with regard to vehicular access, public 

health, safety, and welfare, the provision of public services and utilities, and the physical 

environment. These regulations will be adopted to address the requirements of state law and to 

allow Jefferson County and landowners to consider and mitigate potential impacts that may 

result from buildings for lease or rent, to help protect the public’s health, safety, and general 

welfare. 

 

The proposed regulations allow for four buildings for lease or rent for human occupancy before a 

full review is required. As proposed, a full review is also not required for 29 or less buildings for 

lease or rent, for items such as storage units, which are not for human occupancy. 

 

The following items are included in the regulations: 

• A list of items required to be submitted for review; 

• A clearly defined review process; 

• Variance provisions to help alleviate undue hardship; 

• A fee schedule is established to help cover review costs; and 

• Application forms are included. 

 

A building is defined per 76-8-101(1), MCA: 

 “A structure or unit of a structure with a roof supported by columns or walls for 

 permanent or temporary housing or enclosure of persons or property or for the  

 operation of a business. Except as provided for in 76-3-103(16), MCA, the term includes 

 a recreational camping vehicle, mobile home, or cell tower. The term does not include a 

 condominium or townhome.” 

 

Following the Planning Board meeting, a public hearing will be scheduled with the County 

Commissioners as required under 76-8-108(2), MCA prior to adopting the regulations. 

 

Legal notice of the Planning Board’s public hearing was published in the June 16th and June 30th 

editions of the Boulder Monitor and the Whitehall Ledger. 

 


